The Lost Chapter
In November of 2004 I received a copy of the 1953 QCWA Yearbook.  There are many interesting facts and pictures in this book but one of the most interesting I found was in paragraph six of President Di Blasi’s forward:

Today we have over 600 members located in every call area of the United States and several foreign countries, also we have established chapters in Cleveland and Louisville.

LOUISVILLE!   When did this happen?  Which State? The information I have shows Chapter 1 was founded 1 June, 1951 in Cleveland and Chapter 2 was founded 13 June, 1954 in Chicago.  I searched mapquest.com and they show a Louisville in 13 states so I wasn’t even sure which state this chapter could have been in.

I emailed Chuck, K1IDG at headquarters and the chapter records there don’t show anything about Louisville.

Then I contacted Frank Lester, W4AMJ Charter Member #13 and Ralph Hasslinger, W2CVF, Chapter member # 23.  Frank was a Director from 1947 until at last 1953.  I hoped they might recall Louisville being founded, they didn’t.
So early in 2006 I went through the active members list and sent an e-mail to W4OXX, Charlie’s Response:

Wednesday, April 12, 2006
Subject: QCWA in Louisville

I have been a member since about 1974. To the best of my recollection, there has never been a QCWA Chapter in Louisville. But I may be wrong. There may have been someone who tried to start a Chapter in 1953, but I don't think there is anyone around today who can verify this.

Sorry I couldn't be of any help.
Charlie, W4OXX

Then on March 20, 2007 I receive an email from Chuck.  He was doing research for one of the Standing Committees, and there, in a scan of our first news letter, dated June of 1952;
Our membership continues to grow and we now have 458 members.  At present a new chapter has formed in Louisville, Ky., having ten members and there is also one in Cleveland, Ohio, with more than 25 members.

So now we know the lost chapter was in Kentucky and founded between June of 1951 and June of 1952.

For a chapter that doesn’t exist, its web page contains more and more information. http://www.qcwa.org/chapter001a.htm 

For those QCWA members in the Louisville, KY area, you have history that no one seems to know about.  I hope that more will surface on Chapter 1A Louisville, KY - The Lost Chapter
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Bob Roske, N0UF
